
At the age of fiftccn hc was put to clcrk in a country
store, a carccr up.on which hc entered with small taste and'
entlmsi.tsni. After a shirt apprenticcship his father set hini
larid liis younger brother up in business on their own account,

. lt seems that his brother was as little qualificd for the carccr.
of a business man as Patrick himself was. The venture soon
proved. to be a failure. Just after this experience in bank-
rtiptcy, whcn he had attaincd the age of cighteen, he added to
the embarrassment of this distrcssing situation by marrying.
Tlie name of the brave woman who was willing to share his
lot of povcrty, and who was said to be quitc as impecunious as
hc was, was Sarah Shelton. Tlie situation secmed to call for,
help from both sides of the family, so accordingly the parents
of both parties united in scltling the young couple upon a
small farm, Tlie experiment at farming was as uisastroitB as
the business venture, and after two years thcrc was a forccd
sale of whatcver rcmained on the farm. Patrick concludcd
that perhaps with the added experience of the years at farm-
ing, a business venture might prove more succcjssful, and he
resolved to again open up a country store. A third failure
followed quickly upon the hecls of the others.

If one imagincs tliat during all these 'distrcssing years Pat-
rick was himself greatly distresscd or disturbed, one is muclv
mista'lcen. It seems that hc was possesscd of a most pcrcnnial
good nature, which absolutely refused to be discouraged, and
could find no situation. but that out of it some sort-of pleasure
or ,satisfaction might bc had. However scrious the situation
might scem to others to be, Patrick never really secmed to be
giavely impressed. At the age of twenty-threc he was tlie
father of a group of small children, looking to him for daily
bread and support, and thcrc wns absolutely no visible mean_
of a livclihood, and lie was thrown back upo'n his wife's father,
,whp kept an inn at Hanover. Courthouse, for shclter and fitip-
$ort.

It is said that his first awakening-tq consciousness of, ca-
pacity and to anything-like rcajambition is due to the preach-
ing of two ministers of the gospel, one of whom, James Wad-
dell, was a blind prcacher, and seems to have bcen ablc to
excrcise wonderful influence over great congrcgations by his
cloqucnce. The other was Samuel Davies, an emincnt Prcs-
bytcrian minister, of whom Patrick Plenry said he .was the
greatest orator that hc had ever heard. Under the witchery
of the cloqucnce of these two men he seems really to have
found himself. There was tliat in him which rwpouded to
the call for expression arouscd in him by the prcaching of
these two ministers, and for the first time in his life he formed
somcthing like a real resolution.

Ile determincd that he would entcr at once upon the pre-
paration for the practicc of law. It would bc intcreuting to
trace through Mr. Henry's ancestry on bolh~sides of the
parcntal house the lines of hercdity that would account for his

'

ambition in this respect, and largely for tlie splendid success |
rcalized'aftcrwards in his carccr. lf. the accounts are true,
he was not by any means the first competcnt lawyer o'r ,suc- ;
cessful politician or eloqtient speaker in his family. The trutli
is that up to this time there never had bcen any appeal made
to the man's essential nature, and there was.no stir in his life
untii he felt this call.

The stories concerning his prcparation for admission
-to the bar are somewhat confusing, both as to the length of
"time taken in this prcparation and as to the way in which he
,was admittcd to the practicc of law. One story says that he
gave only a very few weeks of study, a month or six weeks, in
the prcparation for'admission; another cxtends the limit to
hinc months. However this may be, thcrc can bc no doubt but
that it was with some difficulty that he procurcd a license.
No one knows prcciscly what conditions were cxacted uponwhich the license was granted. It is said that there were
four examiners, Wythe, Pcndleton, Peyton Randolph and JohnRandolph. Wythe and Pcndlctoii, Mr. Jefferson says, at once'
leiected his application. The two Randolphs were, by his
importunity, prevatletl upon to sign the license, and havingobtaincd- their signatures, hc again applied to Pcndleton, and
after much entreaty and many promises of future study, suc-
cecded also in obtaining n\s signature. At any rate he ob-
tained his license and began at on^c to establish himself in his
profe-ssion. This seems to have bcen done much more
promptly and effectually than many records allow. For mis-
information and niisuiiderstanding of Mr. Henry's carccr as
a lawyer, Thomas Jefferson is supposcd to be largely respon-
sible. Fbrtunatcly, in more recent years certain documents
have bcen brought to light which prove that Mr/Henry was
an uiuisually successful lawyer from the beginning, and that
many of the impressions hithcrto had concerning his capac-
ity and fitness for the practice of law were entirely erroneous.
Mr. Henry's own fce-book, containing a record of the number
of suits in which hc was employed for the first three yeara
of his professional carccr, has bcen found, in which it is indi-
cated that in that time he was engaged in as many as clevcu
hundred and cighty-fivc law suits. Furlhermore, these docu¬
ments show thajt these suits were in the general practicc of law.

and notin thc main in criminal cases, as is commonly stip-
poscd. It was just this sort of practicc that rcquircd thc pos*
"scssion of ccrtain qualities1 and attributcs dcnicd to Mr. Henry,
by thc general impression'. Mr. Moses Coit'Tyler institutcs .1

comparison between thc accounts of thc first .several years of
Mr. Henry's practicc and that of Mr. Jefferson, in which it \i
hulicatcd vcry clcarly that Mr. Henry's practicc for thc same
time was nearly double that of Mr. Jefferson. Instead of being
dependent for these several ycars upon lhc botinty of hU
fathcr-in-laAV, there is a record of his having advanccd to his
falhcr-in Ktw a considcrablc sum of money. At thc beginning,
however, such Avas his general rcputation and his manncr ol
dress and speech that it would havc taken a vcry sanguine
prophct to prcdict for him in the practicc of law anything but
spcedy dislrcss and failure.

His first appearance in thc courthouse Avas in thc cclc*
bratcd suit known as "The Par/ions' Case." It will be remem-
bered that this Avas a suit brought by a ministor of the Cliurcli
of England to rccover his salary. Thc salaries of thc clergy
wcre to be paid in tobacco at thc rate of sixteen thousand
pounds per year. On account of thc great scarcity of tobacco
there had been a large advance in its price. Thc Virginia As¬
sembly passed an act making all debts payablc in tobacco to
be paid in money at thc rate of only twopence per pound.
An appeal was made to the King conccrning the lcgality of
thiscnaclmcnt, avIio promptly decided against it. The clergy -

men Avere thus clcarly cnlitlcd cither to thc tobacco or to its
market price. Mr. Maury, lhc ministcr at Hanover, brought
suit to rccover his salary. There Avas no qucstion at all as to
thc laAv in the case. The King had decided that, and the
counsel for llie defendants had retired from thc case. There
(Scems to havc been, however, a universal and carnest desirc
that some remarks be offered upon thc subjeet, and Patrick
Henry .vas employed to opposc the parsons. lt was his first
appearance as a laAvycr in public speech. At first he Avas cm-

baiTasscd and awkward in manncr, and slow and .stammcring
it; speech. But in some marvelous Avay a strange. transforma-
tion look place. He found himself after a few moments in
thc midst of a most cloqucnt antl passionatc uttcrance. Hc
denounced the clergy in such hold and scathing terms that
munbens of them rose up in indignation and left thc court-
hiusc. He spokc after thc same fashion conccrning the King,
avIio had supportcd the cause of thc parsons, and denounced
him as a tyrant avIio had forfcitcd all right to claim obedience.
Even Avben the counsel for the plaintiff charged that "the
gcntlcman has spoken treason," Henry Avas by no means
quelled or subdued. Thc truth is, he grew boldcr and more

yi.61.cnt. The audiencc-Avas evidently in thorough and manifest
sympathy with every-extravagant uttcrance,,and when Patrick
Henry had closed his marvelous tirade of eloqucnce, the croAvd
y/as in lhc wildest excitement and commolion as ihe jury re¬
tired to discuss thc verdict. Only five minutes passed before
the jury returned witha verdict that fixed thc damage for the
plaintiff. at only one penny. Thc verdict was rcceived with
loucl and yociferous applause. Tlie will of the King had been
openly defied, and when court adjourne.1 the young orator
was caught up and carried out on the slioulders of the ex-
citcd crowd. This was tlie heginning of his carcer as a laAvycr,
and these wcre the first u.tterances of the great commoncr
whose bold speech was to fire thc colonial heart throughout
tht- land to dcfiaifce and ultiniately to open rcbellion.

Patrick Henry was clcck ! from Lottisa county tothc
Iicusc'of Burgesscs in 1765. jt was at the time Avhcn the
country was greatly stirrcd over the act of lhc English Par-
liament known a.s the stamp act. England was greatly em-
b.irrassed financiaily, espccially hy reason of the debt that
had been accumulated incident to the war with France. The
Englisbmcn claimed that as this war had been mainly in the
protcction'of the interest of the American colonies, theyshould bear a part of the expensc. By all thc pree'ed'entshitherto clcarly understood, both in England and America,Virginia could not be taxed except with the consent and au¬
thority of the House of Burgesscs. The Englisbmcn consid- "

eied the conditions cxtraordinary. and resolved to resort to
cxtreme mcasurcs. After some procrastination and debatc, a
measurc Avas finally passed providing for a stamp upon all
documents of a legal nattire. This act was rcceived Avith uni¬
versal disscnt and indignation on the part of thc colonists,and it Avas in the midst of thc excitement growing out of theact of the English Parliament that thc House of Burgesscs
met in 1765.

However much thc matter may havc been discusscd in
private and personal capacitics, no one venturcd to secure from
the House of Burgesscs any formal or official uttcrance on
the subjeet. Mr. Heiiry waited until it was within three daysof the timc agreed upon for the adjournmerit of thc House of
Burgesscs. lie .finally and rehictantly dctcrmincd that he
himself would force an expression of opinion from the mcm.
birs of the House of Burgesscs. So hc prepared and .pre¬sented five rcsolutions that Avere scconded by Mr, Johnson.Mr. Henry was only twenl'y-ninc years of age and' wa§ alto-


